
                   
                                                   
  

H e l l o  t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  C h e r o k ee Fa m i l i es!

O n  be ha l f  o f  t he en t i r e A P T  (Asso c i a t i o n  o f  Pa re n ts an d Teac he rs) B o a r d, w e  w e l c o m e  y o u  w i t h  j o y  an d  en t h us i as m  t o 
o u r  20 1 1-20 12 sc h o o l  y ear.   I t  i s g o i n g  t o  be an a ma z i n g  y ea r  o f  w o r k i n g  t o ge t he r  an d ha v i n g  f u n!  Together we 
can… ..ac c o m p l i s h  g rea t t h i n gs!!!

W e  c h ose as o u r  t he m e t h i s y ea r, Together We Can, t o  c o m m u n i ca te t o  o u r  C h e r o k ee c o m m u n i t y, t ha t t o ge t her, w e  ca n 
a l l  m a k e a d i f f e re n ce.  W i t h  t he su p p o r t  o f  o u r  w o n de r f u l  p r i n c i p a l, W a l t  C h a n t l e r, o u r  ta l e n t e d tea m  o f  teac he rs an d sta f f, 
an d o u r  de d i ca te d an d  i n v o l v e d  f a m i l i es ….together we can!

L a s t  y ea r, t he A P T  B o a r d’s f u n d i n g  de c i s i o ns w e r e m a d e based o n  t he des i re t o  c o n t i n ue t o  en ha n ce o u r  c h i l d r e ns’ ed u ca-
t i o n.  I n  d o i n g  so, w i t h  y o u r  ge ne r o us f u n ds ra i se d t h r o u g h o u t  t he y ear, t he B o a r d  v o t e d t o  f u n d  te n su p p o r t  s ta f f  p os i t i o ns 
(aides an d spec i a l i s ts) f o r  t he 20 1 1-20 1 2 acade m i c  y ea r, i n c r eas i n g  o u r  f u n d i n g  o f  sc h o o l  a i de p os i t i o ns b y  26 %  o v e r  l as t 
y ear.  A d d i t i o n a l l y  t h i s y ea r, w e  are d i r e c t l y  g i f t i n g  eac h g ra de l e v e l  w i t h  f u n ds t o  p u r c hase su p p l e m e n ta l  l ea r n i n g  t o o l s 
f o r  t he i r  c l ass r o o m s.  I n  l i s te n i n g  t o  t he f ee d ba c k  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y, an d i n  l i g h t  o f  c o n t i n u e d  S U S D  b u d ge t  c u ts, w e  a re 
h o pe f u l  t ha t t he p r o v i s i o n  o f  t hese p os i t i o ns an d  f u n ds w i l l  h e l p  o u r  teac he rs c o n t i n u e t o  p r o v i d e t he h i g hes t q ua l i t y  ed u-
ca t i o n  at C h e r o k ee.

A s  w e l l, w e  c o n t i n ue t o  f u n d  p r o j e c ts t ha t b r i n g  v i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n ts t o  o u r  b u i l d i n g  an d ca m p us.  B e  o n  t he l o o k o u t  t h i s 
c o m i n g  y ea r f o r  a ne w  sha de st r u c t u r e t o  be i ns ta l l e d  o v e r  t he area ad j a cen t  t o  t he ca f e te r i a.  T h i s w i l l  a l l o w  st u de n ts t he 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  en j o y  l u n c h  i n  an o u t d o o r  set t i n g, w e a t he r an d sta f f  pe r m i t t i n g.  I t  i s be ca use o f  Y O U  an d  y o u r  ge ne r o us 
su p p o r t  o f  o u r  sc h o o l, t ha t a l l  o f  t h i s c r i t i c a l  f u n d i n g  su p p o r t  ca n c o n t i n ue t o  be p r o v i d e d.  Together we can, an d  d i d, 
m a k e  i t  ha p pe n t h i s pas t y ear.  W e  a re h o pe f u l  t ha t o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  m a t c h  t h i s ge ne r os i t y  i n  o u r  u p c o m i n g  sch o o l  y ea r, 
so t ha t w e  ca n c o n t i n u e t o  p r o v i d e C h e r o k ee st u de n ts w i t h  t hese v a l ua b l e res o u r ces.

T h e r e a re m a n y  w a y s f o r  y o u  t o be c o m e i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t he A P T!  F r o m  be i n g  a r o o m  pa re n t, t o  pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  o u r  v a r i -
o us A P T  f u n d r a i s i n g  an d sc h o o l  e ve n ts, t o  s i m p l y  l e n d i n g  a set o f  ha n ds w h e n  neede d … . t he A P T  i s a l w a y s w e l c o m i n g  
y o u  w i t h  o pe n  a r m s t o j o i n  us i n  t he w o r k  w e  d o  f o r  o u r  sc h o o l.  T h e  Asso c i a t i o n  o f  Pa re n ts an d Teac he rs i s a st r o n g, de d -
i ca te d tea m  o f  pa re n ts an d sta f f  at C h e r o k ee.  W e  enc o u r a ge y o u r  su p p o r t  as an ac t i v e pa r t i c i p a n t  o n  an y  o f  o u r  c o m m i t -
tees.  A  c o m p l e te l i s t o f  o f f i c e rs an d c o m m i t t ee c ha i rs i s a va i l a b l e o n  o u r  A P T  w e bs i t e at w w w. c he r o k eea p t.c o m .  P l ease 
f ee l  f r ee t o  c o n t ac t  an y  A P T  B o a r d  m e m b e r  o r  c ha i r p e rs o n  d i r e c t l y  at an y t i m e.  T h e y  a re ha p p y  t o ans we r  an y  q ues t i o ns 
y o u  m a y  ha ve!

A u g u s t an d Se p te m be r  are f i l l e d  w i t h  so me i m p o r t a n t  e ve n ts, so p l ease be su re t o  m a r k  y o u r  ca l e n da rs.
· Orientation Celebration w i l l  be he l d  o n  F r i d a y, A u g u s t  5, f r o m  1 2:30-3:00p m, i n  t he C he r o k ee ca f e.  W e  w e l -

c o m e  o u r  ne w  f a m i l i es, as w e l l  as K i n d e r ga r te n an d P re-K  f a m i l i es, at 1 2:30p m.  A l l  r e t u r n i n g  f a m i l i es a re w e l -
c o m e  t o c o m e j o i n  t he ce l e b r a t i o n  at 1 : 30 p m.  C l ass r o o m s w i l l  be o pe n  f o r  a l l  f a m i l i es f r o m  1-2p m.

· First Day of School i s M o n d a y  A u g u s t 8.  S c h o o l  be g i n s at 8:45a m.
· Boo Hoo/Woo Hoo Breakfast i s M o n d a y  A u g u s t  8, i m m e d i a te l y  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  d r o p-o f f, at 8:45a m  i n  t he 

ca f é.  E v e r y o ne i s w e l c o m e  f r o m  8:45-9:45a m, an d  a l i g h t  b r u n c h  w i l l  be se r v e d.

http://www.cherokeeapt.com/


· Back to School Nights are A u g u s t 1 6 t h  an d  1 7 t h.   A  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r . C h a n t l e r  w i l l  d e ta i l  y o u r  spec i f i c  g r a de l e v e l  
da tes an d  t i m es.

· Picture Day i s T h u rs da y, Se p te m be r  1 .  S m i l e an d  sa y  c heese!
· APT General Meeting/Chat with Chantler  i s W e d nesday, Se p te m be r  7, a t 6 p m.  T h i s i s an i n f o r m a l  f o r u m  h os-

te d b y  t he A P T  se ve ra l  t i m es t h r o u g h o u t  t he y ea r, e i t he r  d u r i n g  t he da y  o r  i n  t he ear l y  e ve n i n g, so t ha t a l l  ca n a t-
te n d.  T h i s i s an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m e  hea r f r o m  o u r  P r i n c i p a l  an d A P T  B o a r d  ab o u t  c u r r e n t  sc h o o l  ne w s, an d  as 
w e l l  as see k  an y  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t he m  t ha t y o u  m a y  f i n d  he l p f u l.

· Sock Hop i s F r i da y, Se p te m be r  1 6, f r o m  5-7p m.  T h i s i s o u r  f i r s t sc h o o l  so c i a l  e ve n t  o f  t he y ea r, an d  i t  i s su re t o  
k n o c k  y o u r  soc ks o f f!

W e  f ee l  p r i v i l e ge d t o se r v e as y o u r  A P T  C o-P res i de n t s t h i s y ea r, an d  t ha n k  y o u  f o r  t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y.  W e  a re a l w a y s o pe n  
t o y o u r  t h o u g h ts, i deas, an d su g ges t i o ns, an d are a va i l a b l e t o  y o u  at an y  t i m e.   P l ease d o n ’ t hes i t a te t o  reac h  o u t  t o  us. 
Together We Can… … m a k e  i t  a g rea t y ea r!  TOGETHER WE CAN!!

T r a ce y  H o t t N i c o l e K e n i s t o n
t he h o t ts @ c o x. ne t k e n i s t o n t o y s @ ne ts cape.ne t

mailto:kenistontoys@netscape.net
mailto:thehotts@cox.net


Cherokee Calendar of Events
1  st Quarter  

AUGUST:
5 – Orientation Celebration – 12:30-3p.m. cafeteria
8 – First Day of School – 8:45a.m.-3:15p.m.

               Boo Hoo Woo Hoo Breakfast – 8:45-9:45a.m. cafeteria
               APT Sponsorship Drive Begins
               Adopt-A-Book Class Contest Begins

10 – Teacher Appreciation Breakfast – 8:00-10:30a.m. teacher’s lounge
16 – Back to School/Meet the Teacher Night – 5:00-7:00p.m. 
17 – Early Release Day – 8:45a.m.-12:15p.m.

                Back to School/Meet the Teacher Night – 5:00-7:00p.m.
25 – Community Fundraiser –look for details on times and location
31 – Early Release Day – 8:45a.m.-12:15p.m.

SEPTEMBER:
1 – Picture Day
2 – APT Sponsorship Drive Ends

             Adopt-A-Book Class Contest Ends
5 – Labor Day – No School
7 - General APT Meeting/Chat with Chantler – 6:00-7:30p.m. cafeteria

 16 – Sock Hop – 5:00-7:00p.m. cafeteria
21 – Early Release Day – 8:45a.m.-12:15p.m.

              Community Fundraiser – look for details and location
30 –Art Works Drive Begins

OCTOBER:
3-7 – Spirit Week
5  - Family Game Night – 5:00-7:00p.m. cafeteria
7 – End 1st Quarter

             Directory Distributed

Dates and times subject to change, check out www.cherokeeapt.com for up to date details.

http://www.cherokeeapt.com/


WELCOME BACK CHEROKEE FAMILIES!  
Don’t Miss the “All Together Now” Orientation Celebration.

Friday August 5th, 12:30-3pm

1-2 classrooms open to all

12:30 new families arrive

1:30 returning families

Our Orientation Celebration is THE event to learn all about what’s go-
ing on at Cherokee!

Parents:  don’t miss this opportunity to take a school tour, meet teachers, and 
sign up for after-school activities.   Also, remember to sign up for the lunch pro-

gram, check out bus routes, and greet new families.

Kids:  this is a great time to say hello to new teachers, buy spirit wear, and catch 
up with old friends.  Stop by the cafeteria to design a hand-shaped decoration for 

your classroom too.

YOGURTOLOGY will be selling treats, so bring cash 

This year’s APT theme is “Together We Can”

Together, we can have an amazing year, so remember to sign up for the APT, and 
to volunteer with the many activities happening at our wonderful school.

Go to www.cherokeeapt.com for the most current and up to date info.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103594961077&s=205&e=001uzR5JLgbjtapbJJawng6gNQoU5fh2nOA4rwsMDYmOjQssx5PIrBAGoQ7ch579kWVAr5CmpyNbsVE1tbgVdQTPkDZRSohdVPdFW6ZNoRTtJexTO0BY771hQ==


BOO HOO WOO HOO BREAKFAST
If just thinking about sending your baby off to school is throwing you into tears, or maybe the kids are 
the ones crying and leaving is harder than you expected, then come by the café Monday (first day of 
school) morning after drop off and get some support.  It will be a great chance to meet other parents 

and dry your eyes. The APT will have coffee, donuts, and plenty of Kleenex for ALL!

BUS TRANSPORTATION ROUTES
Bus Info can be obtained from the district website at www.susd.org. Simply go to the site, mouse over 

“Parents” and click on “Bus Routes.”

School Supplies
Please go to the Cherokee website at http://susd.cherokee.schoolfusion.us/ then mouse over the 

“About Cherokee” tab in the left-side navigation and click on “Suggested Supply List.” You will then be 
able to obtain the grade-specific school supplies your child needs to start the year off right.

Cherokee Spirit Wear for Sale
Please come visit the Cherokee Corral during orientation. We will be selling the latest Chero-
kee spirit wear, along with shorts and skorts. We will also be selling insulated Cherokee cups, 

pencils, bracelets and chapstick. Come and support Cherokee and show your spirit.
Any questions please contact Amy Pickett 858-336-5004 or Jennifer Harmon 602-319-7723

http://susd.cherokee.schoolfusion.us/


Cherokee Parking Lot and Express Lane
We are in need of Express Lane Volunteers. It requires only 30 minutes of your time from start to finish. 

Just choose your preferred day (M-F) and time (8:15-8:45 AM or 3:00-3:30 PM). Pick a day and try it for a month. We’ll 
provide training and vest. Please volunteer for this very important job! Contact Noreen Flood at 602-809-0917 or 
Flood.noreen@gmail.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cherokee Parking Lot Safety Guidelines
• Use the crosswalks and set a safe example for all our children.  Walking across the lanes is unsafe and the 

children will follow you. Cross correctly and promote safety for our children.
• DO NOT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP IN THE PARKING LOT. Drop-off and pick-up of students is done from the 

Express Lane only. There is too much traffic in the parking lot and it is unsafe. When parking, walk your chil-
dren to the crosswalk and/or meet them in front of the school.

· The parking lot will not accommodate all families during pick-up and drop-off. Be prepared to park on side 
streets and walk to the school. Plan your timing accordingly.

Cherokee Express Lane Procedures
Tips

· Avoid the traffic by dropping off early in the morning at 8:30 AM, and picking up a few minutes later at 3:20 PM. 
There is supervision in front of school in the mornings starting at 8:30 AM and after school until 3:30 PM. Chil-
dren still waiting for their ride after 3:30 PM are asked to wait in the office.

· Reduce backups during Express Lane times by entering the parking lot from the northbound lane of 56th 
Street when possible.

· Arrange car seats so children can exit and enter your car on the passenger side.  It is unsafe to exit on the 
driver’s side in traffic. Otherwise, park and do not use the Express Lane.

· Share the Express Lane procedures with the drivers of your children so they will know what to expect.
· Kindergarten children must be picked up from the classroom. Please arrive early and park. In some cases, ar-

rangements may be made with the teacher for a responsible older sibling to bring the child to the Express 
Lane.

Morning Drop-off 8:30 - 8:45 AM

· Have students ready to exit the cars before entering the Express Lane. Backpacks should be packed and 
zipped, breakfasts put away, hair combed and shoes on.  This is a Stop, Drop and Roll system.

· Pull forward all the way to the cross walk, or as far as you can, before letting the children exit the car.
· Children should exit the cars in waves, from the first car just before the crosswalk, to the last car in line in the 

express lane.  Do not wait until you are closer to the school.  This impedes the flow of traffic and slows down 
the process.

· Pedestrians will have time to cross while the drop-off lane of traffic is unloading.  As the unloaded cars exit, 
the pedestrians will be held back to keep the traffic flowing efficiently.

Afternoon Pick-up 3:15 – 3:30 PM

· Arrive after 3:15 PM to pick-up your children.  Cars will not be allowed in the Express Lane until 3:15 PM. Be-
fore that time special buses and services will be using the lane.

· Create a sign with the student’s full name (BIG, BOLD, LEGIBLE letters) and place on dash.
· As names are seen and relayed to the megaphone volunteer, they will be called out. Tell your children to be 

looking for their ride and to quickly come as they hear their name called.
· We will call the child’s name three times. If the child does not arrive, we’ll ask you to circle around and reenter 

the queue or you may park.
· After 3:30 PM supervision ends in front of school. We ask all children to wait in the office for their ride to en-

sure their safety. If arriving after 3:30 PM please park and pick up your child in the office.

mailto:Flood.noreen@gmail.com


TAX CREDIT

A Win-Win Tha t  Cos ts  You $0
Cherokee Elementary School

Dol lar-for-Dol lar  Tax  Cred-
i t                                   
In Arizona, you can give a $400 per couple (or $200 per single) donation to Cherokee Ele-
mentary School  and qualify for a dollar-for-dollar tax credit on your AZ State taxes. The great 
news is that this tax credit does no t  co mpe te  w i t h  PRIVATE school  t a x  c red-
i t s.     
                                  
Cherokee Elemen ta ry  School   needs your help! Please cons ider  ma k ing  a  
las t ing posi t ive i mpac t  on t he  ch i ld ren and fami l ies by  suppo r t ing  t he  
school  t h i s  year. I t ' s  s i mp le  as 1, 2, 3. Here a re  t he  s teps:
  

1. Donate $400 as a married couple (or $200 as a single),

2. Give the donation receipt to your tax professional.  

3. Receive the dollar-for-dollar tax credit on your 2011 taxes!

Donate online here: https://touchbase.susd.org/taxcredits/login-form.aspx

To mail, donations must be postmarked by 12/31/2011 to qualify for 2011 tax year.

 
 

Positions are available at Cherokee for the 2011-2012 School Year
Are you or someone you know interested in working at Cherokee?  Principal Chantler 
is looking to fill a handful of positions prior to the start of school.  We are looking for 
three Special Education Aides, a PM Crossing Guard, a Second Grade Instructional 
Aide and a Computer Teacher.  Please contact Mr. Chantler directly for the details.  

https://touchbase.susd.org/taxcredits/login-form.aspx


Anyone who is interested in applying for these positions must go to the SUSD website 
and submit a Classified Application.  The website is www.susd.org.  Mr. Chantler can 
be reached at 602-510-7216 or e-mail: walter.chantler@susd.org                                                                       

Cherokee Community,
 
Summer is almost over and the 2011-2012 school year is just about to begin. The Cherokee APT and Chero-
kee staff have been working throughout the summer, planning for the upcoming school
year, and I know you’ll be pleased. The theme we have chosen for the upcoming year is, “Together we can…” 
which we will apply to all of the great things we do this year. There are many educational and fun events 
planned throughout the year by the APT....truly something for everyone. I encourage you all to support the APT, 
and become involved in any way you would like. “Together We Can” make this a great year at Cherokee!

I would like to share with you one of the highlights of this summer. Over 80% of our teachers attended a spe-
cialized training on the “Prompts of Depth and Complexity,” which is an instructional model that will help teach-
ers to modify their instruction for Gifted children, and children who are performing above average. Our teachers 
are serious about differentiation of instruction, and are dedicated to bringing this model into our classrooms. It 
was wonderful to see that so many of them attended this training!

With regard to staffing, each year student enrollment dictates the number of teachers we have. At the time this 
letter was submitted for publication, and comparing staffing to last year, we had to decrease the number of 
kindergarten sections to three, and decrease the number of second grade sections to three. If current trends 
continue, however, I am hoping that we can bring back the fourth section of Kindergarten, as well as increase 
the number of teachers in second and third grades. Our numbers are very close, and only time will tell. 

You and your children will be able to find out who their teacher is for next year during our annual Orientation 
Celebration which will take place on Friday, August 5th. Class lists will be posted on campus by 12:30 PM. 
New families are encouraged to attend at 12:30, and returning families are welcome from 1:30 – 3:00pm. Dur-
ing the orientation, you will have the opportunity to meet with the teachers, find out more about the Cherokee 
A.P.T., purchase spirit wear, and start your child’s lunch account. Parking is always scarce, so please carpool 
with another Cherokee family, if possible.
 
There are a few upcoming events to mark on your calendars. Besides our Orientation Celebration on the 5th, 
please join us on the first day of school, August 8, immediately after drop-off, in the school cafe. We will host 
our annual Boo Hoo /Woo Hoo Brunch, from 8:45-9:45am. I will be there, as well as our APT Board, and we 
would love to see you! Also, our Back to School Nights will be held on August 16th and 17th. Stay posted for a 
letter detailing specific grades and times, but please do plan to join us on those evenings, and hear about the 
upcoming school year from your child's teacher. 
 
In the meantime, enjoy the rest of your summer, and check our school website in August for updates on staff-
ing adjustments, supply lists and other important information. I look forward to seeing you all soon!

Walt Chantler 
Cherokee Principal

mailto:walter.chantler@susd.org
http://www.susd.org/

